26 September 1831. 




(Ireland.) 



A 



BILL 

lo amend an Act passed in the Parliament of 
Ireland, in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth years 
of the reign of His Majesty King George the 
Third, intituled, “ An Act to prevent and 
“ punish tumultuous Risings of Persons within 
“ this Kingdom, and for other Purposes 
“ therein mentioned.” 



[Note: — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 



by an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland Preamble: 
in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth years of the reign of his late Actofis & 
Majesty King Geokge the Third, intituled, “ An Act to prevent and 
“ punish tumultuous Risings of Persons within this Kingdom, and for 
5 “ other Purposes therein mentioned,” certain Offences therein men- 

tioned are made punishable with Death: And whereas it is expedient 
to mitigate the Severity of said Act, and to make certain Amendments 
therein; TO It therefore toctcD, by The KING’smost Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
10 and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 

and by the Authority of the same, THAT so much of said recited Act is & is 
Act passed in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth years of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, as enacts that if any Person or 
Persons rising or assembling in manner thereinbefore mentioned, or in 
15 any other manner whatsoever, should either by day or by night wil- 
fully or maliciously shoot at, maim or disfigure any person or persons 
in any dwelling-house or other place, or should knowingly send any 
Letter with or without any fictitious name or names thereto sub- 
scribed, demanding any money, firearms, ammunition, or other thing or 
things, or threatening to injure the persons or property of any of 
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His Majesty’s subjects, or if any Person or Persons should by gilt, 
promise or threats, procure any of His Majesty’s subjects to join in 
any of the aforesaid offences, or should unlawfully compel, or by 
force, threats or menaces, attempt to compel any of His Majesty s 
subjects to quit his her or their habitation, farm, possession, place of 5 
abode or lawful employment, all and every Person and Persons so 
offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, should be adjudged guilty of 
Felony and suffer Death ; and also so much of said Act as enacts 
that if any Person or Persons should at any time after sunset and 
before sunrise, or before the hour of Six in the forenoon, though the 10 
sun should be arisen, maliciously assault, or in any manner whatsoever 
maliciously injure the habitation, property, goods or chattels of any 
other Person or Persons, or should forcibly and maliciously break into 
his, her or their, house, barn or outhouse, or should maliciously cause any 
door to be opened by threats or menaces, or should forcibly take or 15 
carry away any horse, gelding, mare or mule, or any gun, sword or 
other offensive weapon, or any money or goods or chattels, without 
the consent of the owner, or should cause the same or any of the same 
to be delivered to them by threats or menaces, all and every Person or 
Persons so offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, should be ad- 20 
judged guiky of Felony and suffer Death ; and so much of said Act as 
enacts that all and every Person or Persons who should from and 
after the First day of March One thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
six, assist, abet or succour any Person or Persons to commit any of the 
Offences therein aforesaid, or should wilfully or knowingly conceal 25 
any Person or Persons who had committed any of the Offences afore- 
said (for which sentence of Death as in cases of Felony might be 
awarded) every Person or Persons so aiding, assisting, abetting, suc- 
couring or concealing such Person or Persons, should, on being thereof 
lawfully convicted, be adjudged guilty of Felony and suffer Death; and 30 
so much of said Act as enacts that it should be lawful for any Justice 
of the Peace or others therein mentioned, from time to time, as well by 
night as by day, to search for, seize and carry away, or cause to be 
searched for, seized and carried away all Arms and Ammunition what- 
soever belonging to or being in the custody or possession of any Papist 35 
or reputed Papist, not duly licensed to keep and carry the same, or in 
the hands or possession of any Person or Persons in trust for them or any 
of them, and for that purpose to enter into any dwelling-house, outhouse, 
office, field or other place belonging to such Papist or reputed Papist, 
and into the dwelling-house, outhouse, office, field or other place be- 40 
longing to any other person whatsoever, where he or they should have 
reasonable cause to suspect any such arms or ammunition should be 
concealed, and such arms and ammunition so taken and seized should 
by the person or persons so seizing and taking the same be preserved 
for the use of His Majesty, His heirs and successors, to be disposed 45 
of as He or they should think fit, unless it should appear that the same 
were forcibly taken and carried away from some of His Majesty’s 
sulyects in manner thereinbefore mentioned, in which case such arms 
and ammunition should be delivered to the person or persons from 

whom 
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whom the same were so forcibly taken ; and in case any such Justice 
or Justices of the Peace, or other Chief Magistrate as aforesaid, after 
such search made, should have cause to suspect that any arms or amrau- 
nition remained concealed and not seized as aforesaid, he and they was 
^ and were thereby required to cause such Person and Persons whom be 
or they should suspect to have concealed the same, to be brought be- 
fore him and them, and to be examined upon oath concerning the 
same ; and so much of said Act as enacts, that every such Person or 
Persons who upon demand or search made for such Arms or Ammuni- 
tion as aforesaid should refuse to deliver up the same, and also to de- 
clare and manifest to the Justice or Justices of the Peace, Mayors, 
Sheriffs or other Chief Magistrates, what arms or ammunition he she 
or they or any other to his her or their knowledge or with his her or 
their privity had, or should hinder or disturb the delivery thereof to the 
15 said Justices as therein; and every Person and Persons who should 
refuse to make discovery, upon his or their oath, to be administered by 
such Justice or Justices of the Peace or other Chief Magistrates afore- 
said, concerning the premises aforesaid, on being summoned as therein 
mentioned, should without reasonable cause neglect or refuse to appear 
20 to be examined as therein, every Person or Persons so offending, 
being thereof lawfully convicted, should be punished by Pine, Imprison- 
ment, Pillory or Whipping; and so much of said Act as enacts that 
every Person or Persons who should by force or violence break open any 
Gaol or Prison with intent to rescue and enlarge him her or themselves, 
25 or any other prisoner or prisoners therein confined on account of any 
offence, though the same be not capital, all and every Person or Per- 
sons found guilty thereof should suffer Death, and may be tried before 
the trial or attainder of the person or persons so enlarged ; and so much 
of said recited Act as enacts that every Person who shall rescue any 
30 person committed by a Justice of the Peace for Treason, Felony, or any 
of the offences therein punishable with death, from a constable or 
any person legally authorized for that purpose, before the person 
or persons so committed should be lodged in gaol, being found guilty 
thereof, should suffer Death ; shall be and the same, save and except as 
2^ to Offences committed before the passing of this Act, is and are hereby 
Repealed. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person or Persons shall either 
by day or by night wilfully or maliciously shoot at, maim or disfigure 
any person or persons, or shall unlawfully compel, or by force, threats 
or "menaces attempt to compel any of His Majesty’s subjects to quit 
^ his, her or their dwelling-house, habitation, farm, possession, place of 
abode, service or lawful employment, or shall maliciously assault or 
injure' the dwelling-house, place of abode or habitation of any other 
person or persons, or shall break into his, her or their house, habitation, 
barn or out-house, or cause any door to be opened by threats or 
menaces, or shall maliciously injure the land, goods or chattels, or pro- 
perty real or personal, of any other person or persons, or take or carry 
away any horse, gelding, mare or mule, or any gun, sword or other 
265. weapon. 
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50. 
Rescuing 
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Transporta- 
tion or Im- 
prisonment. 



weapon, or any money or goods or chattels whatsoever, without the 
consent of the Owner, or shall cause the same or any of the same to 
be delivered to him or them by threats or menaces, or shall in any 
manner whatsoever maliciously dig up, turn up, pull up, cut down, 
prostrate, level, demolish or injure the lands or crops growing or ^ 
severed, or the walls, paling, hedges or other fences, or the cattle, goods 
or chattels of any other person or persons, all and every Person and 
Persons so offending, being thereof lawfully convicted, shall be liable to 
be transported beyond the seas for the term of his natural life, or for 
the term of Seven or Fourteen Years, or be imprisoned with or without \ 0 
hard labour for any term not exceeding Three Years, and if a male to 
be once, twice or thrice publicly or privately whipped, if the Court shall 
think fit, in addition to such imprisonment. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Person or Persons shall knowingly 
print, write, post, publish, circulate, send or deliver, or cause or procure 1 jj 
to be printed, written, posted, published, circulated, sent or delivered, 
any Notice, Letter or Message exciting or tending to excite any riot, 
tumultuous or unlawful meeting or assembly, or unlawful combination 
or confederacy, or threatening any violence, injury or damage, upon anv 
condition or in any event or otherwise to the person, or property real 20 
or personal, of any person whatever, or demanding anv money, arms, 
weapons or weapon, ammunition or other matter or thing whatsoever, 
or directing or requiring any person to do or not to do any act, or to 
quit the service or employment of any person, or to set or to give out 
any land, every Person so offending shall be liable to be transported 25 
beyond the seas for the term of Seven Years, or to be imprisoned with 
or without hard labour for any term not exceeding Three Years, and if 
a male to be once, twice or thrice publicly or privately whipped, if the 
Court shall think fit, in addition to such imprisonment. 

And be it Enacted, that from and after the passing of this Act every 30 
Person or Person.s who shall by force or violence break open any Gaol, 
Prison or Bridewell, with an intention to rescue and enlarge him, her 
or themselves, or any other prisoner or prisoners therein confined on 
account of any offence, though the same be not capital, all and every 
Person or Persons who shall commit such Offence, and shall be found 35 
guilty thereof, shall be transported beyond the seas for the term of his 
natural life, or for the term of Seven or Fourteen Years, or be impri- 
soned, with or without hard labour, for any term not exceeding Three 
Y zars, and if a male be once, twice or thrice publicly or privately 
whipped, if the Court shall think fit, in addition to such imprisonment, 40 
and shall and may be tried before tlie trial of the person or persons 
so enlarged, any Law or Statute to the contrary in anywise notwith- 
standing. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Person who shall rescue 
any person committed by a Justice of the Peace on a Mittimus for 
Treason, Felony or any of the Offences hereinbefore mentioned, punish- 

able 
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able with transportation, from a constable or any person legally autho- 
rized for that purpose, before the person or persons so comiiiitted shall 
be lodged in gaol, shall, on being found guilty thereof, be transported 
beyond the seas for the term of his natural life, or for the term of Sex^en 
or Fourteen Years, or be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for 
^ any term not exceeding Three Years, and if a male be once, twice or 
thrice publicly or privately whipped, if the Court shall think fit, in ad- 
dition to such imprisonment. 

And be it further Enacted, That all and every Person and Persons 
,0 who shall assist, abet or succour any person or persons to commit any 
of the Offences mentioned in this Act for which sentence of Transporta- 
tion may be awarded, or shall knowingly excite, encourage or promote, 
or shall solicit, ask or require any person or persons whatsoever, or shall 
endeavour to compel or induce any person or persons to join in the 
15 commission of any Offence mentioned in this Act, for which sentence 
of Transportation may be awarded, shall be liable to be transported 
beyond the seas for the term of Seven Years, or be imprisoned, with or 
without hard labour, for any term not exceeding Three Years, and if a 
male to be once, twice or thrice publicly or privately whipped, if the 
20 Court shall think fit, in addition to such imprisonment. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Court, court may 
if such Court shall so think fit, after sentencing any Person to be trans- 
ported or imprisoned as aforesaid, immediately on such sentence to be removed 
order and cause such Person so sentenced to be transmitted out of the ofCoomy*!^^ 
25 county, county of a city or county of a town wherein the Conviction 
shall take place, to any of His Majesty’s Gaols, Prisons or Hulks, or 
other places of confinement in any part of Great Britain or Ireland, 
there to remain till he or they shall be transported, or to be imprisoned 
therein, according to the adjudication of the Court. 



$ 6 . 
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30 AND whereas Doubts have arisen whether the Courts of Oyer and Court may 
Terminer or Gaol Delivery, or the Courts of Quarter Sessions, and other 
Courts having jurisdiction in Criminal Cases in Ireland, have power to attend, 
fine Persons who refuse or decline to obey the summonses of such Court 
to attend as Witnesses ; BE it Declared and Enacted, That it shall and 
23 may be lawful for every Court in Ireland, having by law jurisdiction over 
Criminal Oft'ences, upon proof being made of the service, either per- 
sonally or at the residence of the Person or Persons required to attend, 
of any Summons to appear and give evidence in such Court, touching 
any Offence, to impose upon the Person so served, in case of his or her 
disobeying such summons, such Fine or Fines as the Court shall in its 
discretion think proper, and to direct that the same shall be levied and 
raised in manner hereinafter mentioned. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the court may 
Judge, Assistant Barrister or Recorder presiding at any Court of Assize, 

Gaol Delivery, Sessions or other Court as aforesaid, immediately on 
365. B any 
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any Recognizance being estreated, or any Juror or Witness fined, to 
forthwith order the Clerk of the Crown, Clerk of the Peace, Tomi 
Clerk or other OfScer of such Court, to issue his Warrant to the Sheriff 
or Sheriffs of any county, or county of a town or county of a city, 
comtnandiug him or them forthwitli to levy the amount for which such 5 
Recognizance shall be estreated or Fine imposed, on the body and goods 
of the Person or Persons against whom such Warrant shall issue, as is 
usual in the recovery of forfeited Recognizances ; and that the Sum so 
to be levied shall, after deducting thereout the sum of Sixpence per 
pound and no more on the Money actually levied and received by such lo 
Sheriff or Sheriffs, be forthwith paid to the Treasurer or otlier Officer 
of the Infirmary of the county, county of a city, town or place 
wherein such Court shall be held, for the use of such Infirmarv, in case 
there shall be any such Infirmary established within or for such county, 
county of a city, town or place; and in case there shall be no such 15 
Infirmary, then to the Treasurer or other proper Officer of such other 
Public Charity within such county, city, town or place as such Court 
shall by its Order for that purpose direct ; and every such Clerk of the 
Crown, Clerk of the Peace, Town Clerk or other Officer of such Court 
shall keep an Account in a book to be provided for that purpose, of the 20 
amount of every such forfeited Recognizance and Fine, specifying the 
place and time and order whereby such Recognizance was forfeited or 
Fine imposed, and the name or names of tlie Person or Persons on 
whom such forfeiture or fine was imposed ; and shall, within Fourteen 
Days next after such Recognizance shall be forfeited or Fine imposed, 25 
transmit an Abstract from said book to the Treasurer or other proper 
Officer of the Infirmary of the county, city, town or place, or to the 
Treasurer or other Officer of any Public Charity within such county, 
city, town or place where there shall not be such Infirmary ; and that 
every such Book shall at all seasonable times be open to the inspection 30 
of such Treasurer or other Officer for the purpose of ascertaining what 
sums of Money may be due and payable under this Act, and that such 
Clerk of the Crown, Clerk of the Peace, Town Clerk, or other Officer, 
shall, at each Spring and Summer Assizes in every year, post and affix 
on the door of the Court House or place in which the Assizes shall be 35 
holden, a true copy of sO much of such Book as contains all the Recog- 
nizances or Fines forfeited and imposed since the first day of the pre- 
ceding Assizes, to he then and there kept posted and affixed during the 
whole of such Assizes, and shall, within Fourteen Days after the con- 
clusion of such Assizes, cause a true Abstract to he inserted in some 40 
one public Newspaper published or circulated within such county, city, 
or town; and if any Clerk of the Crown, Clerk of the Peace, Town 
Clerk or other Officer shall omit or neglect to keep such Account as 
aforesaid, or to post or publish the same in manner required by this 
Act, or if any such Account or Abstract shall in any particular be untrue 45 
or deficient, or if any Sheriff or Sheriffs shall neglect or omit to pav 
over to such Treasurer or other proper Officer the Amount levied by him 
or them within Ten Days after he shall levy the same, everv such Clerk 
of the Crown, Clerk of the Peace, Town Clerk or other Officer, or 

Sheriff 
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SheriiF or Sheriffs, shall for every such Offence, neglect or omission, 
forfeit the sum of One hundred Pounds, to be recovered, with full Costs 
of Suit, by any person who will sue for the same in any of His Majesty’s 
Courts of Record in Ireland by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Infor- 
^ mation, in which no protection or essoign, or wager of law, nor more 
than one imparlance, shall be allowed. 

And be it Rnacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect t^oniinenee- 
immediately on ihe.passing thereof, and that it shall extend only to that aTd EolxIS'd 
part of the United Kingdom called Ireland. to Ireland 
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